
This report is for the exclusive use of Intertek's Client and is provided pursuant to the agreement between Intertek and its 
Client. Intertek's responsibility and liability are limited to the terms and conditions of the agreement. Intertek assumes no 
liability to any party, other than to the Client in accordance with the agreement, for any loss, expense or damage 
occasioned by the use of this report. Only the Client is authorized to copy or distribute this report and then only in its 
entirety. Any use of the Intertek name or one of its marks for the sale or advertisement of the tested material, product or 
service must first be approved in writing by Intertek. The observations and test results in this report are relevant only to 
the sample tested. This report by itself does not imply that the material, product, or service is or has ever been under an 
Intertek certification program. 
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RENDERED TO 

 
Hewlett-Packard Company 
16399 West Bernardo Drive 

Mail Stop 8-60 
San Diego, CA  92127 

USA 
 

PRODUCT EVALUATED  
 

HP PVC-free Durable Smooth Wall Paper 
 
 

EVALUATION PROPERTY 
 

2013 California Building Code, Chapter 8, Section 803.2, Thickness Exemption 

This evaluation is being conducted solely for the above referenced project. Due to the variables that exist 
from project to project and the fact that each evaluation requires review of the most current existing data 
and information, this evaluation is not to be used as justification for any other opinion nor used for any 
other project, without the express written consent of Intertek. This report should serve as Intertek’s opinion 
regarding the use of the product in the conditions described herein. The materials used on the project, 
which are applied in compliance with Intertek Design Listings, must bear the Intertek Listing Mark. All 
certified products must be installed in accordance with the details contained in Intertek's Directory of 
Listed Building Products.  
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2 Introduction 
 
Intertek Testing Services NA, Inc. (Intertek) is conducting a product evaluation for Hewlett-Packard 
Company (HP), of its HP PVC-free Durable Smooth Wall Paper product.  The Product Evaluation is being 
conducted to determine whether the HP PVC-free Durable Smooth Wall Paper will meet compliance 
provisions of the 2013 California Building Code, Chapter 8 – Interior Finishes; specifically, the “Thickness 
Exemption” in Section 803.2. 
 

3 Product and Assembly Description 
 

3.1. Product  Description:  

 
The following tabled information has been extracted from an HP Data Sheet for the HP PVC-free Durable 
Smooth Wall Paper. The product is manufactured without an adhesive backing for application to code-
complying interior walls in accordance with applicable installation instructions (see Appendix 7 
documents). 
 

 
 
 

3.2. Product Assembly Traceability:  

 
Not applicable to this product evaluation. 
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3.3. Product Certification:  

 
Hewlett-Packard Company is an Intertek testing client but not an Intertek Listing and Follow-up Service 
client, which means HP PVC-free Durable Smooth Wall Paper is not an Intertek certified product and 
Intertek does not have any Listing for HP PVC-free Durable Smooth Wall Paper contained in Intertek’s 
Directory of Listed Building Products. 
 
Authorities Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) should be consulted in all cases as to the particular requirements covering the installation and 
use of Intertek certified products, equipment, systems, devices and materials. The AHJ should be consulted before construction. 
Fire resistance assemblies and products are developed by the design submitter and have been investigated by Intertek for 
compliance with specific requirements. The published information (product and design listings) cannot always address every 
construction nuance encountered in the field. When field issues arise, it is recommended the first contact for assistance be the 
technical service staff provided by the product manufacturer noted for the design. Users of fire resistance assemblies are advised to 
consult the test standard referenced for each Intertek certified product. The test standard includes specifics concerning alternate 
materials and alternate methods of construction. Only products which bear Intertek's Mark are considered as certified. The 
appearance of a company's name or product in Intertek Directory of Listed Building Products does not in itself assure that products 
so identified have been manufactured under Intertek's Follow-Up Service. Only those products bearing the Intertek Mark should be 
considered to be Listed and covered under Intertek's Follow-Up Service. Always verify the Mark on the product before using it. 
 

4 Reference Documents 
 
As part of this evaluation, Intertek has directly or indirectly used the following referenced documents: 
 

 Data Sheet | HP PVC-free Durable Smooth Wall Paper, Hewlett-Packard Development Company, 
Brand Management Group, December 2014 (see Appendix 7 documents); 

 HP PVC-free Durable Wall Paper – Installation tips and tricks.  Hewlett-Packard Development 
Company, Brand Management Group, May 2015 (see Appendix 7 documents). 

 Matrix Adoption Table (BSC, SFM, HCD, DSA, OSHPD), Chapter 8 – Interior Finishes.  2013 
California Building Code (page 301) (see Appendix 7 documents); 

 Chapter 8 – Interior Finishes.  2013 California Building Code (pages 303-308) (see Appendix 7 
documents); and  

5 Evaluation Method 
 

Compliance of HP PVC-free Durable Smooth Wall Paper to Section 
803.2 (Thickness Exemption) of the 2013 California Building Code 

 
Hewlett-Packard Company manufactures a product, HP PVC-free Durable Smooth Wall Paper, having a 
nominal thickness of 0.46 mm.  The product is applied directly to the surface of existing walls. 
 
The 2013 California Building Code, Section 803.2 provide for the following: 
 
“803.2 Thickness Exemption.  Materials having a thickness of less than 0.036 inch (0.9 mm) applied 
directly to the surface of walls or ceilings shall not be required to be tested.” 
 
The thickness of the HP PVC-free Durable Smooth Wall Paper is a nominal 0.46 mm and is 
approximately one half the maximum thickness allowed under the 2013 California Building Code’s 
Section 803.2, Thickness Exemption. 
 
Consequently, HP PVC-free Durable Smooth Wall Paper is not required to be tested under the provisions 
of the 2013 California Building Code, and is permitted for use by the various State Agencies (for example:  
BSC, SFM, HCD, DSA, OSHPD) adopting the applicable provisions of the 2013 California Building Code.  
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6 Conclusion 
 
Intertek has conducted a product evaluation for Hewlett-Packard, Inc., of its HP PVC-free Durable 
Smooth Wall Paper product.  The Product Evaluation was conducted to determine whether the HP PVC-
free Durable Smooth Wall Paper will meet compliance provisions of the 2013 California Building Code, 
Chapter 8 – Interior Finishes, specifically the “Thickness Exemption” in Section 803.2. 
 
Based on the information contained and referenced herein, it is Intertek’s professional judgment based on 
sound engineering principles that the following is true: 
 

 HP PVC-free Durable Smooth Wall Paper product meets the “Thickness Exemption” criteria of 
2013 California Building Code, Chapter 8 – Interior Finishes, Section 803.2. 

 
 HP PVC-free Durable Smooth Wall Paper is not required to be tested under the provisions of the 

2013 California Building Code Chapter 8 – Interior Finishes, Section 803.2, and is permitted for 
use by the various State Agencies (for example:  BSC, SFM, HCD, DSA, OSHPD) adopting the 
applicable provisions of the 2013 California Building Code. 

 
 
 
INTERTEK TESTING SERVICES NA, INC. 
 
 
 
 

Reported by:   
 John L. Mulder 
 Staff Engineer 
 
 
 
Reviewed by: _____________________ 
 Kal Kooner 
 Director, Evaluation Services NA 
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HP Data Sheet for the HP PVC-free Durable Smooth Wall Paper 
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HP PVC-free Durable Wall Paper – Installation tips and tricks 
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2013 California Building Code (page 301) – Matrix Adoption Table, Chapter 8 – Interior Finishes  
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2013 California Building Code (pages 303-308) – Chapter 8 – Interior Finishes 
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8 LAST PAGE & REVISION SUMMARY 
 

DATE SUMMARY 
July 13, 2015 Original 

July 27, 2015 

Section 3.1, delete reference to adhesive-backed wall paper; Section 4, 
update reference documents with HP PVC-free Durable Wall Paper – 
Installation tips and tricks (May 2015); and Appendix 7, replace outdated 
installation instructions with new (May 2015) HP Installation instructions. 

 


